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GENEii. Category 2, Third Place 
 
Math Teacher and Mount Waffl 
 
By Marcia Worth 
 
Pity the schoolteacher who shares a name with a popular breakfast food. The nicknames—Mr. Flapjack, 
Syrup and Butter—echo still. Newman D. Waffl graduated from Syracuse University and taught 
nathematics, just down the street at Carteret Academy, in Orange, NJ. He began his teaching career 
there in 1905, when the school was just four years old, and 25 years later, Waffl—whose name is 
misspelled in some reports as Waffle—was headmaster of the boys school located in Orange at Central 
Ave. and Carteret Place. The school was founded in 1901 by David Andrew Kennedy. 

In July of 1930, President of the Board of Trustees Harry V. Osborn announced to the press that the 
school purchased 30 acres of South Orange land for the purpose of building a new school. For a reported 
$200,000, Carteret Academy bought much of White Oak Avenue where it adjoins the Reservation. Plans 
called for an ice-skating rink, dormitories, faculty housing and a swimming pool. The property was part 
of an 80-acre tract owned by Country Club Estates, Inc., a firm that included Louis Bamberger, his sister, 
Mrs. Fuld and her husband Felix. The location is described as adjoining the Rock Spring Country Club and 
touted—repeatedly!—as being 600 feet above sea level.  

The school's leaders had little time to rejoice; a month later, the headmaster was missing. Waffl, then 
52, was an experienced mountain climber. He had, according to reports in The New York Times, scaled 
some of "the most difficult and dangerous peaks of the Rockies and the Swiss Alps." A member of the 
Canadian and American Alpine Clubs, records of the local club meeting report on his climbs of 1928. 
Then he climbed the Jungfrau, Zinal-Rothorn, Dent Blanche and Monte Rosa in the Alps. 

In summer of 1930, Waffl set out to British Columbia. His plan was to scale the peak—12,972 feet high—
of Mount Robson in Jasper Park. This was familiar territory; the previous summer he, Dr A. J. Gilmour of 
the Yale Club and Miss Helen Buck made the first known ascent of Mount Alexander, 150 miles north of 
Jasper, Alberta. From there, he saw Mount Robson and determined to climb it.  

Waffl left Berg Lake camp in Jasper Park on Aug. 5, carrying two days' worth of food with him. In a letter, 
he had written, "Mt. Robson is not so much difficult as dangerous. It is no mountain to trifle with." 
Indeed, the weather shifted during his climb, turning very hot and melting ice and snow. 

By Aug. 10, The New York Times reported him missing. Search parties pursued his track up the slopes, 
but found nothing. A day later, the newspaper reported that the search undertaken by Swiss guides 
Hand and Henry Fuhrer was made more difficult by the weather. The summer sun melted "hanging 
glaciers... sending white avalanches crashing down the mountainside."  

At the same time, Waffl's wife, Catherine V. Waffl, was in Orange Memorial Hospital. Suffering from a 
broken hip, she had been hospitalized for 15 weeks already when Waffl went missing. First reports in 
The New York Times noted that Mrs. Waffl "has not been informed that her husband is missing." When 
she was informed, according to her daughter, she telegraphed searchers, asking them to call off the 
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search. She explained, "The searching parties might come to grief as her husband did."  

At the same time, the search continued in the Rockies, yielding first "cardboard from a box of raisins and 
silver paper from a chewing gum packet," but no signs of Waffl. Two days later, "bits of tattered 
clothing" and Waffl's snow glasses were found on a rock ledge. At the top of the same glacier, searchers 
found a hole about 60 feet deep and 10 feet wide, formed by water falling from rocks above. The men 
used ropes to descend into the hole, but found nothing. After days of searching in increasingly poor 
conditions, they returned to the base camp. According to The New York Times, searchers concluded, 
"Mr. Waffl lies buried somewhere on the rock ledges above the glacier and that he was swept to sudden 
death by a heavy snowslide or avalanche." 

A memoriam published in the 1930 Canadian Alpine Journal states that Waffl "was a climber of unusual 
skill, strength, and daring, but his daring was never rashness. On the contrary, his climbing was also an 
intellectual as well as a physical exercise. He was not only a climber, but a mountaineer with a wide 
knowledge of mountains and mountain lore. He held that no climbing was good climbing which was not 
also safe climbing. It seems the irony of fate that a climber of such skill and experience, to whom the 
foreseeing and avoidance of undue risk was fundamental, should have been the victim of a 
mountaineering accident." Yet, as he left base camp, Waffl reportedly said to a companion, "I'd rather 
die on a mountain slope than expire in bed."   

Carteret Academy trustees moved ahead with plans to build in what is now West Orange, and the school 
renamed itself the Carteret School for Boys. By 1970, the school closed, one of many private schools to 
do so. There are almost no records left of the school. The land now belongs to Seton Hall Preparatory 
School.  

More lasting as a memorial, however, is Mount Waffl, the official name given to the peak where Waffl 
was last seen alive. The memory of a local math teacher lives on in the Canadian Rockies. Mount Waffl is 
no less daunting now than it was 80 years ago, when Waffl headed for the peak.  
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